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Indian Law and Administration Syllabus for M. A. II (Semester III) 
 

Preamble and Objectives: 
 
This course is one of the electives offered for MA Part II Semester III. Course 
encompasses study of two of the four prime goals of human life, Dharma and 
Artha. It prompts a traditional understanding of various texts associated with 
Dharmashastra and Arthashastra. It also throws light on development of these ideas 
by introducing medieval texts like Viramitrodaya.  
 
Along with textual understanding, the course aims at motivating students to 
undertake a comparative analysis. It also makes these subjects relevant by 
assignments on application of theoretical knowledge to modern world affairs. 
Course aims at empowering the student with a holistic and comparative 
understanding of law and administration in ancient and medieval India.  

 
 

Paper I: Origin and Development of Dharmashastra 

Unit I: History of Dharmashastra                                                       (2 Credits) (30) 

Unit II: Selections from Apastamba Dharma Sutra- 1.1.1-1.1.19 (Teacher-Pupil 
Rights n duties) and 2.25.1-2.26.17 (Kingship)                                 (2 Credits) (30) 

Assignment: Any other Dharmasutra 

 

Paper II: Polity and administration  

Unit I: Arthashastra and its Sources                                                   (2 Credits) (30) 

Unit II: Viduraniti                                                                               (2 Credits) (30) 

Assignment: Concepts of Polity in Valmiki Ramayana or Mahabharata 

 

Paper III: Selections from Dharmashastra and Arthashastra Texts 

Unit I: Manusmriti (Rajadharma-prakarana- 7th Chapter)                    (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit II: Yajnavalkyasmriti (Dayavibhaga-prakarana- Vyavaharadhyaya- 8th 
Chapter)  
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                                                                                                              (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit III: Kautiliya Arthashastra:                                                         (2 Credits) (30) 

i. Portfolios of Ministers: Amatyotpatti (I.4), Suvarnadhyaksha- 
Vivitadhyaksha (II.13-II.34) 

ii. Taxation: Samahartrusamudayaprasthapana (II.6), Shulkavyavahara 
(II.22) 

Assignment: On any other Smriti 

 

Paper IV: Study of War strategies 

Unit I: Kautiliya Arthashastra- Skandhavaranivesha-  

Prativyuhasthapana (X.1-X. 6)                                                             (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit II: Kamandakiya Nitisara- Chapters 18-20                                 (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit III: Warfare in Valmiki Ramayana- Vali-Sugriva Yuddha, Rama- Ravana 
Yuddha                                                                                                (1 Credit) (15) 

Unit IV: Warfare in Mahabharata: The Great Indian Battle               (1 Credit) (15) 

Assignment: Warfare in Classical Literature  

 

Paper V: State and Foreign Policy 

Unit I: Mandalayoni (KA VI.1), Shadgunyam (KA VII.1-18)           (2 Credits) (30) 

Unit II: Selections from medieval texts on law and administration   (2 Credits) (30) 

i. Viramitrodya of Mitra Mishra- Modes of proof  
ii. Dandaniti-prakarana of Keshava Pandit 

Assignment: Reflection of State and Foreign Policy in modern world- Case study  

 

Select Bibliography: 

1. Kautiliya Arthashastra, T. Ganapati Shastri 
2. Kautiliya Arthashastra, R. P. Kangle 
3. Kautiliya Arthashastra – Marathi Translation, R. P. Kangle 
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4. Kautiliya Arthashastra Pradeep, G. G. Tipnis, Varada Prakashan, Pune 
5. Evolution of Law of Crimes in Ancient India, R. S. Betai, Bharatiya Kala 

Prakashan, Delhi 
6. Dharmashastra and Human Rights, Ujjwala Jha, New Bharatiya Book Corporation, 

Delhi 
7. Governance in Ancient India, Vaidya-Mahulikar-Bapat, Nag Publishers Delhi 
8. Manu: An Introductory Analysis, Dr. Brajkishore Swain, Chaukhamba Sanskrit 

Sansthana, Varanasi 
9. Sixteen Minor Smritis, Manmatha Nath Dutt, parimal Publications, Delhi 
10. Manusmriti Vol I to VI, J. H. Dave, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay, 1972 
11. Dharma, Patrick Olivelle, MLBD, Delhi 
12. History of Dharmashastra, P. V. Kane, BORI, Pune 
13. Dharmasutra, Patrick Olivelle, MLBD, Delhi 
14. Yajnavalkya Smriti – Vyavaharadhyaya 
15. Viramitrodaya, Chowkhamba Sanskrit Series, Varanasi 
16. Dandanitiprakaranam of Keshav Pandit, Bharat Itihas Samshodhan Mandal, Pune 


